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ON MONTGOMERY COUNTY BIKE BUDGET

In a shock to local bicyclists, the Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) budget for FY 2007-2012
proposed by Montgomery County Executive Doug Duncan offers significant cuts in funding
for bike programs. If passed as is, the new budget will result in a decrease of funding for
bicycle projects on the order of 40% for the next three years. Even more alarming is when
the budget is projected out when in 2007 funding for bike projects decreases by over 75%
over 2006 levels. Such a dramatic reduction in funding puts several key bikeways programs
at risk, including:

Rock Creek Trail Bridge

The current budget would delay this important safety project by two years. A delay in this
project could result in the loss of key federal transportation enhancement funds. State funds
set aside for the bridge are also at risk.

Matthew Henson Trail

Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission (MNCPPC) is ready to start
construction on phase Il of this new facility, but the proposed budget pushes the funding
for design and construction off by three years. Doing so could result in the loss of permits
already obtained for the trail.

Annual Bikeways Program

It has long been WABA's position that bikeway funding in Montgomery County was
inadequate. Currently there is no full time staffer dedicated to bike projects at the MNCPPC
which itself recommends increasing funding for bikeways from the current $300,000 a year
to $1 million. In addition, more funding needs to be set aside to maintain and improve the
existing bikeway infrastructure.

Alarmed at the risk to these key projects and others, WABA and local advocates arranged
meetings with the individual members of the Transportation and the Environment
Committee of the Council, which oversees transportation spending, to press our case for
more funding.

We are happy to report that thanks to our efforts we have strong indications that both the Rock
Creek Trail Bridge and the Matthew Henson Trail will be restored to their original schedule,
and that funding to the bikeways program will be increased. However, the fight is still not
over. If you live in Montgomery County, WABA strongly urges you to contact the County
Council and urge them to support better bicycling throughout the county by protecting
these key programs increase funding for the bicycle program. Send your comments to the
Montgomery County Council at: county.council@montgomerycountymd.gov.

For more information, including a full budget analysis and more talking points, visit the
website of Montgomery Bicycle Advocates at www.mobike.org.

WABA staff and volunteer advocates from
across the region participated recently in
the National Bike Summit, an annual event
that draws hundreds of bike advocates from
across the country to the District of Columbia.
The purpose of the Summit, which this year
drew a record 370 participants, is to provide
an opportunity for education and networking,
as well as to meet with representatives in
Congress to discuss the most important
issues facing cyclists on the national level.

Hosted by the League of American Bicyclists, numerous sessions were available to discuss new
federal funding sources for bike projects, the Safe Routes to School Program, the future of
online bike mapping and much more. The main federal priorities of this year’s Summit were:

The passage of the Bicycle Commuter Act (HR 807) which would extend the transportation fringe
benefit currently offered to transit and van pool users to those that commute to work by bike.

Funding the “Conserve By Bike” program that was passed as part of the 2005 Energy Bill.
The Conserve by Bike Program authorizes $6.2 million to create 10 pilot projects across the
county that would examine the benefits of switching car trips to bike trips. Funds for this
program need to be appropriated this year.

Tracking High Priority Projects. The Safe, Accountable, Flexible and Equitable Transportation
Efficiency Act-A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) set aside close to $15 billion in funding for
high priority projects, but there is little oversight of the program. (Please see Bike Summit on page 5.)
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