Equitable Investment in
Montgomery County’s
Bicycling Network

A propsal to fund and build Tier 1 Bicycle Master Plan
projects in four of the County’s equity focus areas.
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What does an equitable investment
in Montgomery County's bicycling
network look like?

The status quo won't meet the County's safety, climate, or equity goals.

Montgomery County should allocate $110' million in the FY23-28 CIP budget to
build out all of the Tier One Bicycle Master Plan projects in four of the County’s
Equity Focus Areas, resulting in safe bikeable/walkable networks within denser
neighborhoods.”? By allocating funding to the projects listed below, Montgomery
County will make significant strides towards implementation of the County’s Bi-
cycle Master Plan and will make biking and walking much safer in the four Equity
Focus Areas identified here. This will enable those who cannot afford to have a
car, safer ways to walk, bicycle and access public transit within these Equity areas.

The May 2021 Council’s Transportation CIP discussion highlighted the need to
prioritize bikeway funding to address inequitable access to safe biking and walking
in Montgomery County. With around $110 million, the County could build all of
the Tier 1 bikeway projects in most of the equity emphasis areas in the County.
This dollar amount spread over the FY 23-28 six year CIP period is consistent with
current commitments to biking and walking in the FY22-26 CIP. While some of
these projects are already in the County Capital Budget, most are not, but could

be funded over a six year period. At the end of those six years (Fiscal years 2023-
2028), the County will have built bikeable networks within all of the equity areas
listed below.?

Invest in Equity Focus Areas to maximize the impact of this funding.

By investing in these Equity Focus Area projects, the County will enable those who
cannot afford to buy and operate automobiles the ability to bike and walk safely,
both to arrive at and move within those areas.* This will enable those County

1  MCDOT created an estimate of costs for each Bicycle Master Plan Segment. Access the spread-
sheet linked here.

2 Funding to build out Breezeway connections between the four Equity Focus Areas listed in this
proposal would cost approximately an additional $143 m in capital funds.

3 The Council should also consider investments in the Bicycle Master Plan Breezeway networks
that would connect all of the Equity Focus Areas discussed herein.

4 Here is a 2021 study showing that placement of new protected bike infrastructure does not
result in displacement of lower income residents.
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residents with less economic means to safely bike, walk, access transit and generally
move around the County without needing to spend money on gas, parking and main-
tenance of a car. It will also make it possible for many people not using cars to safely
reach more employment opportunities and commercial centers in the County, and to
shop, get their children to school, and access medical services.*

Building these projects will also allow many residents to make trips of less than 2-3
miles in length by biking in and around those Equity Areas.” This will enable people
to go out to eat, go shopping, access entertainment opportunities, visit a doctor and
get their kids to school and other activities without having to use a car.

Safer streets are more sustainable, more equitable streets.

In addition, by providing safe access to those who walk, bike and EFA Quick Facts:

access transit, there will be a significant reduction in vehicle miles

travelled, resulting in large reductions in emissions from cars.® * Residents of Equity
These reductions will not only result in less congestion on our Focus Areas (EFAs) are
roads but will also help the County achieve its climate goals by twice as likely to not
reducing the amount of carbon released into the air. Moreover, by have access to a car.

making access to buses, BRT and Metro Rail safer, it will further

e ATt . . . * Residents of EFAs are
enhance the County’s ability to meet its sustainable transportation

34% more likely to use

9
goals. public transportation.
Below is a list of all Tier 1 bikeway projects that fall within four of «  EFAs contain some of
the County Equity Focus Areas broken down by Policy areas as the deadliest roads for
outlined in the 2018 Countywide Bicycle Master Plan.The individu- people walking and
al project costs can be found in MCDOT’s cost estimate spreadsheet biking.
for the Bicycle Master Plan, link, with each line of the cost spread-
sheet identified.

5 This article references a National Academy of Science study in 2021 that found that cities where
bike infrastructure was added, biking increased up to 48 percent more than in cities that did not add
bike lanes.

6 This study shows use of bicycling infrastructure by residents of low income neighborhoods, con-
cluding that investments in infrastructure that supports active transportation will likely reduce health
inequities in low income neighborhoods, such as those in the County’s Equity Focus Areas.

7 This analysis shows that 50% of all trips we take are less than 3 miles in length.

8 'The latest Montgomery County Climate Action Plan (MCCAP), released on June 23, 2021, notes
that in order to achieve the goals in the transportation area, “we must reduce the use of personal
automobiles and increase use of transit and active transportation options, such as walking, biking and
micromobility services with safe supportive infrastructure..” at xvi.

9 MCCAP at 145, the main Transportation goal includes “double the proportion of bus, rail and
bicycle trips....over the base 2018 levels of total trps by 2035
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to Fairland Rd

White Oak Equity Area

Total: $21,263,000 in new funds.
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Downtown Silver Spring
Equity Area

Total: $28,656,000 in new funds.

Map on next page.
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Downtown Silver Spring

Equity Area
Total: $28,656,000 in new funds.
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BICYCLIST ASSOCIATION

For more information about this proposal,
please contact Peter Gray at peter@waba.org



