
 

 

 

 

Council of the District of Columbia, Committee on Transportation and the Environment 

2025 Budget Hearing on the  District Department of Transportation 

June 2, 2025 

The Washington Area Bicyclist Association (WABA), on behalf of its 5,000 members and nearly 25,000 

regional advocacy supporters, appreciates the opportunity to testify on this occasion.  

I will offer three data points as the foundation for WABA’s testimony. 

Seven individuals have been killed on the District’s streets in 2025 through June 1, four of them pedestrians 

and one bicyclist, and there have been 121 major injuries, thirty-eight of them pedestrians and fifteen 

bicyclists. While rates are down from 2024 and 2023 rates – the District experienced twenty traffic 

fatalities in 2024 to June 1 – the District has a long way to go to meet its Vision Zero commitment to reduce 

traffic fatalities and serious injuries to zero, a commitment Mayor Bowser made in 2014.  

This is not the DMV budget oversight hearing, nonetheless I will note that the mayor’s proposed budget falls 

short in STEER Act implementation funding, in particular for automated traffic enforcement, which is a 

critical traffic-safety element. 

Our focus today is DDOT, which is charged with creating transportation infrastructure that is safe for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, and all road users.  

Just last week, DDOT hosted NACTO’s Designing Cities Conference, which took place this year in 

Washington DC. NACTO is an association of North American cities and transit agencies. My second data 

point dates to 2016. Quoting a 2016 NACTO report, “a new analysis of seven major cities across the U.S. 

shows that, as cities build more bike lanes, the number of cyclists on the street increases, and the individual 

risk of a cyclist being killed or severely injured drops, often dramatically.”   

From a 2023 article: “A study that looked at 13 years of traffic data has found that protected bicycle lanes 

make roads significantly safer for cyclists — and also for motorists and pedestrians.” 

The point that creating bike lanes makes streets safer for everyone was affirmed by DDOT Director Sharon 

Kershbaum in performance-oversight testimony earlier this year. Yet DDOT reports completing just 4.8 

miles of new protected bike lanes in FY24, with none in Ward 7 and less than one mile in Ward 8. This pace 

does not meet community-member needs, particularly those of less-confident bicyclists and residents of 

underinvested wards. Nor does it make sufficient progress to create the safe, low-stress network to help DC 

residents achieve 75% non-auto commute trips by 2032, a moveDC goal. 

One more data point, about a different infrastructure element: 

Bicycling in the District is booming as evidenced by Capital Bikeshare ridership, up 39% from 2023 to 2024, 

and is the fastest-growing bikesharing system in the country. Let’s take a focused look. WABA is located at 
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Columbia and Ontario Roads, NW in Adams Morgan. There are five CaBi stations along Columbia Road 

between 16th Street NW and 20th Street NW, just east of Connecticut Avenue. We note that in the last 

year, DDOT installed protected bike lanes along that stretch, as part of the Columbia Road NW Bus Priority 

Project, with the work substantially completed in December 2024. Year-on-year, CaBi utilization of those 

five stations grew 63% from March 2024 to March 2025, 45% higher than the system-wide growth figure, 

and 48% from April 2024 to April 2025 compared to 35% system-wide. 

On to particular budget points, noting a 18.3% in the DDOT capital budget from FY25 to FY26 and that it 

can be difficult to track specifics when projects are bundled in budget line items : 

●​ The budget document characterizes Capital Bikeshare as “the most affordable, and healthiest, form 

of public transportation available,” and we’ve noted steep ridership growth, yet proposed budget 

expenditures don’t keep up. The budget allocation should be increased. (254 - KA0) 

●​ The mayor’s proposed budget removes $35.935 million in funding for the Bus Priority Program, 

which would speed transit and boost road safety. That funding should be restored and accelerated 

to earlier in the six-year cycle. (260 - KA0) 

●​ Other infrastructure spending is delayed to later years in the six-year cycle. The Long Bridge project 

keeps getting pushed back and trails spending has been deferred. 

Mayor Bowser has stated a framework of goals that includes safety, equity, mobility, and sustainability, to be 

achieved through a commitment to excellent transportation facilities and services, delivered in a manner 

that addresses structural injustices and inequities.1 We at WABA applaud this commitment but regret that 

the proposed FY26 budget does not fully deliver.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 

 

Seth Grimes 

Washington DC organizer 

seth.grimes@waba.org 
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