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The Washington Area Bicyclist Association (WABA), with 5,000 members and nearly 25,000 regional 

advocacy supporters, appreciates the opportunity to testify regarding the Robert F. Kennedy Campus  

Redevelopment Act of 2025. Our testimony focuses on related transportation points. 

WABA believes that the District of Columbia must maintain and further develop safe, convenient, 

affordable, and attractive non-car transportation options to serve the RFK site, surrounding neighborhoods, 

and individuals traveling through and near the site. These options must extend to Ward 7 neighborhoods 

east of the Anacostia River.  

WABA recommends, specifically: 

Parking 

Any development of the site must minimize the number of parking spaces. Simply put: Parking encourages 

driving, and driving pollutes, creates traffic congestion, and degrades safety particularly for vulnerable road 

users, that is, people walking, rolling, biking, or using a scooter. Surface parking and parking structures 

create stormwater management challenges and waste land that might otherwise be dedicated to public 

benefit.  

The proposed eight thousand spaces represent far, far too much parking, much more than the surrounding 

road network can adequately support. The answer is to drastically reduce the number of spaces and boost 

transit, biking, and walking to the site. Our estimate of an appropriate target is 3,000 spaces. 

Transit 

Any development of the site must add transit capacity. Adding bus infrastructure including separated bus 
lanes, and speeding service via signal control, queue jumping, and express routes,  should be top priorities, 
to provide new capacity at low cost, quickly, and with maximum flexibility.  

The current Stadium-Armory Metrorail station lacks the capacity to accommodate a redeveloped RFK site’s 

transit users. Washington DC should work with WMATA to increase station capacity and should build a 
new, infill Blue/Orange/Silver Line Metrorail station to support the area. 

We further recommend that if a stadium is built, the District and and the owners of teams using the stadium 

work with WMATA so that each ticket includes stored value to be used as a transit pass.  
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Bicycling 

The District and the owners of teams using the stadium, if one is built, should provide free Capital Bikeshare 

use to ride to/from the stadium. We recommend the installation of additional Bikeshare stations and 
capacity across the site with capital and operational cost paid for by the teams, which should also provide 

Bikeshare corral service at events and secure bike parking facilities incorporated into stadium design. The 
District should fund additional protected bike lanes to support stadium use. 

Funding 

WABA recommends creation of a transportation fee to be applied to each ticket to fund capital and 
operational costs of providing and improving the transit and bicycling infrastructure and service that 
supports the RFK site. 

We emphasize that transportation safety means refocused and redoubled efforts to meet Mayor Bowser’s 

2014 Vision Zero commitment, to “transform DC’s roadway safety efforts, and set our sights on a goal of 

zero fatalities or serious injuries on our streets.” 

Washington D.C. must provide safe, convenient, affordable transportation options for all who live, work, and 

visit here, including at the RFK site. Mayor Bowser has stated a framework of goals that includes safety, 

equity, mobility, and sustainability, to be achieved through a commitment to excellent transportation 

facilities and services. 

We at WABA envision a just and sustainable region where walking, biking, and transit are the best ways to 

get around, in concordance with the District of Columbia’s commitments. We ask the mayor, council, and 

DDOT to implement our RFK-site recommendations in order to meet the city’s commitments and create an 

even better District of Columbia. 

Thank you for your consideration of this testimony. 

 

Seth Grimes 

Washington DC organizer 

Washington Area Bicyclist Association (WABA) 

seth.grimes@waba.org 
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