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Families Mark World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims Nov 16 with Rally and
Open Letter

Washington, D.C. - Community members from across the Washington, D.C. region will rally at
the Lincoln Memorial to mark World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims (WDoR) on
November 16, 2025, honoring the 1.35 million people killed globally each year in preventable
traffic crashes, and calling on state and national leaders to work for change.

The Ride for Your Life, the Washington Area Bicyclist Association, and Families for Safe Streets
chapters from Washington, D.C., Northern Virginia, and Montgomery County will also issue an
open letter (below) urging national and local legislators to make specific legislative and policy
changes to reduce traffic crashes.

Over 40,000 Americans died on U.S. roads in 2023, making roadway deaths one of the top
causes of preventable death in America. That same year America also saw over 7,300 people
killed while walking — close to a 40-year high. Nearly 1,200 people bicycling were killed — the
largest number in U.S. history — beating the record in 2022. Organizers call for
research-backed, practical solutions that will make our streets safe and improve mobility for
people walking and biking through actions at the national and state level, described in their
letter.

“There is no reason other countries should be reducing traffic deaths at a rate faster than the
United States, but that is exactly what is happening,” said Daniel Langenkamp, founder of the
Ride for Your Life.

At the national level, the groups are calling for passage in the U.S. Congress of the Sarah
Debbink Langenkamp Active Transportation Safety Act (H.R. 2011/S. 944), which would give
states across the nation more flexibility in the use of federal highway funds in the building of
safe infrastructure for vulnerable road users, particularly those walking and bicycling.
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At the local level, the groups are calling for measures in Maryland and Virginia to take action to
enact proven policies that limit unsafe speeds and save lives.

To honor lives forever impacted by traffic violence, organizers invite community members to join
a regional rally at the Lincoln Memorial to call attention to the need for safety improvements on
our roadways. The rally is among the largest of dozens held across the United States marking
WDoR and calling for action to save lives. Organizers expect nearly 1,000 participants at the
rally.

WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE/RIDE FOR YOUR LIFE RALLY
DATE: Sunday, November 16, 2025

TIME: 12:00 - 1:00PM EDT

LOCATION: Lincoln Memorial

For more information, please contact the event organizers:
e Ride for Your Life: Daniel Langenkamp, daniel.langenkamp@waba.org, 202-957-2261
e DC Families for Safe Streets: Jessica Hart, dcfamiliesforsafestreets@gmail.com
e Montgomery County Families for Safe Streets: Peter Gray, peter@waba.org,
301-379-7708
e Northern Virginia Families for Safe Streets: Mike Doyle, mike@novafss.org,
703-946-8401

ABOUT THE EVENT AND ORGANIZERS

The World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims is a global event held every third
Sunday of November to honor those who have lost their lives or been impacted by traffic
violence. Communities across the U.S. (and the world!) gather to call attention to the
devastating cost of crashes and to advocate for proven strategies like redesigning streets,
lowering speed limits, outfitting vehicles with life-saving technology, and more. The day also
serves as a crucial opportunity for governments and those working in road safety to
demonstrate the scale and impact of road-related deaths and injuries and advocate for
immediate and concerted action to end this preventable public health crisis. Learn more at

wdor-usa.org.

The Ride for Your Life is a movement involving bike rides and rallies that memorialize those lost
in traffic crashes and call for legislative and policy change at rallies with like-minded civil society
and elected leaders. Rides have attracted thousands of riders in Washington, D.C.; Boulder,

CO; Madison, WI; Boston, MA; and Saskatoon, Canada. More information at Rideforyourlife.org.
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Families for Safe Streets confronts the preventable epidemic of traffic violence by advocating for
life-saving changes and providing support to those who have been impacted by crashes. This
rapidly growing national movement lifts up the voices of those affected to give a face to this
heart-wrenching crisis. Find more information at:
e DC Families for Safe Streets: dcfamiliesforsafestreets.org
o DC FSS invites community members to join a 1/2-mile walk starting at 11am from
the Foggy Bottom Metro to the Lincoln Memorial, along with members of regional
Families for Safe Streets Chapters.
e Montgomery County Families for Safe Streets: mocofamiliesforsafestreets.org
O
e Northern Virginia for Families for Safe Streets: novasafestreets.org
o NoVA FSS is holding a 10 am rally at Gateway Park in Arlington and then will join
others at the Lincoln Memorial.

The Washington Area Bicyclist Association is a nonprofit membership organization that works to
empower people to ride bikes, build connections, and transform places. This work advances a
just and sustainable transportation system where walking, biking, and transit are the best ways
to get around. Get involved at waba.org.

--End Media Advisory--
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Open Letter Marking World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims

We, the organizers of the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims and the Ride for
Your Life in the Washington, D.C. area, ask you to take action now to improve safety for all
roadway users.

Over 40,000 Americans died on U.S. roads in 2023, making roadway deaths one of the top
causes of preventable death in America. In 2023, America also saw over 7,300 people walking
killed — close to a 40-year high — and 1,166 cyclists killed — the largest number in U.S. history
— beating the record in 2022. This is a tide we believe we can stem with the practical measures
described below.

As citizens concerned about the scourge of traffic violence on our communities, we call on:

e The U.S. Congress to pass the Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active Transportation
Safety Act, H.R. 2011/S. 944.

e The Maryland General Assembly to reintroduce and pass a bill requiring a pilot program
to address super speeders (learn more).

e The Virginia General Assembly to expand a law allowing for use of automated traffic
enforcement to control speeding beyond school zones.

e The Government of Washington, D.C. to demand reciprocity with neighboring
jurisdictions and continue to enact programs and build safe infrastructure that will
enhance protection for pedestrians, cyclists, and other vulnerable road users.

First, we urge the U.S. Congress to pass the Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active Transportation
Safety Act, H.R. 2011/S. 944,

Sarah Debbink Langenkamp was a mother and U.S. diplomat who was evacuated from Ukraine
in 2022 only to be killed riding her bike in Bethesda, Maryland, just weeks after her return. This

bill is named after Sarah in the hope that remembrance of her life, service, and tragic death will

prevent other unnecessary fatalities on our streets.

Sarah’s Act allows states more flexibility in using federal highway funds to build safe biking and
pedestrian infrastructure.

Sarah’s Act does not require new funding or create any new mandates on states. Instead,
Sarah’s Act gives states more flexibility in using a limited portion of federal highway dollars to
build safe infrastructure for vulnerable road users, including filling in gaps in bicycling or
pedestrian networks, building proven safety countermeasures (including sidewalks and
separated bike lanes), and reducing safety risks identified in a community’s vulnerable road user
assessment. The bill would also allow states to use federal funds to reduce local matching
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requirements now required in the Transportation Alternatives Program. More information about
the bill is available here.

Absent consideration and passage of Sarah’s Act as a stand-alone bill, we urge members of
Congress to include Sarah’s Act in the Surface Transportation Reauthorization Act, expected to
be passed in 2026.

At the state level, we are focused on addressing unsafe speeds. Unsafe speeds are a primary
factor in about one-third of the 40,000+ traffic deaths in the U.S. each year. In the National
Capital Region, one of our neighbors dies on our roadways nearly every day.

The good news is that we can prevent these tragedies: by lowering speed limits, redesigning
dangerous roads, and applying proven technologies such as speed safety cameras and
anti-speeding technology called Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA).

We celebrate Washington, D.C. as the first jurisdiction in the United States to pass legislation
adopting ISA. We also celebrate the Commonwealth of Virginia for passing a law on
anti-speeding technology in 2025. While these advancements will undoubtedly save lives,
Maryland has not yet enacted this common-sense measure. We believe it should not matter
where one drives or which jurisdiction one calls home in our region. Speeding throughout the
region is deadly behavior.

We urge the Maryland General Assembly to join the District of Columbia and Virginia in
addressing known super speeders by re-introducing and adopting Maryland SB993/HB1139.
The bill would create a state pilot program that would allow people whose driver’s licenses are
suspended for speeding, reckless driving, and racing to obtain a restricted driver’s license if they
install and use technology that limits a motor vehicle’s speed based on the applicable speed
limits for a period of one year. The pilot would expire in June 2029.

In Virginia, we call on the General Assembly to allow for the use of automated traffic
enforcement to control speeding beyond school zones. As the thousands of crowd-sourced
reports that inform our near miss and dangerous location dashboard show, people are impacted
by unsafe driving across Northern Virginia. We note that automated enforcement is more
equitable — and inexpensive and scalable — than in-person police enforcement, with no potential
for dangerous escalation of traffic stops or discrimination against Black and brown drivers.

In the District of Columbia, we call for safer infrastructure that will enhance protection for
pedestrians, cyclists, and other vulnerable road users. As District residents, visitors, and
neighbors who have been personally impacted by traffic violence, we are cautiously optimistic
that the STEER Act will address the most egregious and reckless drivers on our streets.
However, we know that the STEER Act alone cannot eliminate all traffic fatalities and injuries.
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We urge the DC Council to work with agencies to design and construct roadway environments
that encourage safer behaviors, and facilitate safe travel by the most vulnerable users.

Join us in solidarity as we honor the lives impacted by traffic violence and call for safe streets for
all.
Hit



