WASHINGTON AREA
BICYCLIST ASSOCIATION

Bethany Turner
Traffic Safety Administration, District Department of Transportation
Via e-mail: bethany.turner@dc.gov

June 16, 2026
Re: DDOT’s 18th St NW Restriping Plan
Dear Ms Turner,

The Washington Area Bicyclist Association (WABA) envisions a just and sustainable transportation system
where walking, biking, and transit are the best ways to get around.

WABA prefers the bike-lane option for 18th St. NW that DDOT presented during a May 27, 2026 public
meeting about DDOT's 18th St NW Restriping Plan. However the bike lanes should be fully protected in
accordance with moveDC standards for arterials such as 18th St. NW.

In any case, DDOT’s 18th St. NW solution must prioritize transportation safety and provide adequate
commercial loading and delivery space.

As an alternative, please consider converting 18th St. NW between Florida Ave. NW (or the Kalorama Road
NW southern limit of the restriping project) and Columbia Road NW into a pedestrian space with other access
limited to transit, delivery vehicles, emergency responders, handicapped drop-off and pick-up, and bikes and
scooters. We prefer a pedestrianized space with limited vehicle use as the best 18th St. NW Adams Morgan
solution.

We note that a pedestrianized 18th St. NW for those blocks would be in accordance with the Public Life and
Activity Zones Amendment ("PLAZA") Act of 2024, which directs DDOT to identify District roadways no less
than one-eighth of a mile in contiguous length, that are suitable for closure to personal vehicles for at least 24
cumulative hours per week. If DDOT pedestrianizes blocks of 18th St. NW only part-time, less than 24/7,
DDOT should install 18th St. NW protected bike lanes in accordance with moveDC standards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Seth Grimes
Washington DC organizer
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